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Energizing downtown Rockford and beyond with God’s Grace

A Way in the Wilderness

We continue our Lenten journey in March, with the
challenge to be intentional about prayer, to share
mercy by giving to those in need, to be mindful of our
own spiritual need by paring away our daily
distractions.

Lent gives us room to lament the things that are not
right in this world, lament the things that are not right
in our lives. This is wilderness work. Lent asks us to
make space for healing and wholeness through the act
of repentance—to turn our hearts and tune our
attention to God and to neighbor.

On Sunday mornings, we are invited into the story of
Jesus as he encounters so many different people along
his journey; the tempter in the wilderness, the
pharisee who comes by night, an unnamed divorcee at
the well, an unnamed blind man in the temple
courtyards, a beloved friend in his tomb, a cheering

crowd on the road, a betrayer in a garden. Our
journey, like theirs, is about how Jesus meets us and
how we are changed.

On Wednesday evenings at 5:00pm, we are invited to
PAUSE our journey and ponder the prayers found in
the Psalms. We will share a meal and table fellowship,
share our insights, raise our voice in song and in
prayer.

| hope that you will take advantage of these
opportunities; to worship together, fellowship
together, to serve together, and to pray together as
we move through the shadow of the cross into the
light of Easter morning.

Blessings, MMW

Holy Week Schedule

29 March Palm and Passion Sunday
10:00am Worship
Matthew 21:1-11

“Hosanna, We've Arrived!”

2 April Maundy Thursday
6:30pm Worship
Matthew 26:17-75
“This is the Night”

3 April Good Friday
9:00am Good Friday Walk for Justice
with Rockford Urban Ministries.
We will gather with other congregations
at Emmanuel Episcopal Church and then
walk the “stations of the cross” in our
neighborhood, praying and singing for
the cause of social justice.

5 April Easter Sunday
10:00am Worship with Communion

John 20:1-18
“Bearing Witness”


http://www.secondfirst.org

A little Missive From Your Moderator

It’s March and if you subscribe to our
neighbor groundhog in Sun Prairie, we
should be anticipating an early

spring. You may remember the teaser
around mid-February of 60° only to
return to the 30s shortly after. There
are things we can’t control — the
weather surely being one of them.

However, in preparing this month’s
missive, | have done a bit of research
on the hymn “Onward Christian
Soldiers” believing it to be one of my
father’s favorites. The connection here
is in the refrain “marching as to war.”
Originally the hymn, written in 1865 by
Anglican Priest Sabine Baring-Gould,
was to serve as a processional for
children “marching” as it were to St.
Peter’s Church in Yorkshire. It was the

addition of music by Arthur Sullivan (St.

Gertrude’s tune) that gave the words
their “military imagery” which
according to John Stonestreet and
Glenn Sunshine, are “out of step with
today’s cultural vibes, [and} has led
many contemporary hymnbook
compilers to leave it aside” (our own
included.)

(For reference only)
https://breakpoint.org/author-of-onward-
christian-soldiers-made-history-changing-
contributions-in-multiple-fields/

Enter Jason Kwho in 2016 was
encouraged to rewrite the lyrics. On
the Mormon Blog, he stated, “my
rewrite owes quite a bitto 1
Corinthians, where Paul’s theology of
the cross receives its best
articulation.”

(For reference only)
https://bycommonconsent.com
/2016/06/30/onward-christian-soldiers/

For your consideration, here are the
verses as Jason K rewrote them:

Onward, Christian soldiers,
March in Jesus’ peace,
Bearing acts of mercy

‘Til oppression cease.
Christ our gentle Master
Leads us in the way;

With His grace upon us,
We’ll be kind today.

This whole world in chaos,
Wounding every heart,
Calls to all God’s children:
“Do the Savior’s part!”
Seeing so much sorrow,

We have much to give:

On, then, Christian soldiers,
Love and let them live

From one loaf we’ve eaten,
Drunk the selfsame cup;
Called into one body,
Christ we’re raising up.
Honoring the weaker

Is our Christian care;

Let the cross’s scandal

Be our chosen share.

Onward, then, dear neighbor:
Join our loving feast!

You’ll become our treasure,
Never counted least.

We will serve our Jesus,

Love His every child,

Caring for each other

‘Til we’re reconciled.

These new lyrics, set to the same
stirring tune, reflect what | believe is
2nd/1st church’s message as shared by
our pastor and our congregation. We
can’t control the weather, but we can
change lyrics to better represent our

faith and hope for the world. | think my
dad would agree.

Yours,
Linda Oshita

March and Beyond...

The Totver

The monthly publication of

SECOND CONGREGATIONAL ucc/
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PC(USA)
Rockford, lllinois

Senior Pastor: Martha Langford
martha.langford@secondfirst.org

Moderator: Linda Oshita
moderator@secondfirst.org

Graphic Designer/Editor:
Charles Fernandez
charles.fernandez@secondfirst.org

Children and Family Coordinator:
Aubrey Barnett
aubrey.barnett@secondfirst.org

Music Director, Organist/Pianist:
Valerie Blair
valerie.blair@secondfirst.org

Bookkeeper/Business Manager:
Caryl Hay
caryl.hay@secondfirst.org

Church Receptionist:
Jacqueline Bradford
jacqueline.bradford @secondfirst.org

SecondFirst Church
318 N. Church Street Rockford, IL 61101
815.963.8431
www.secondfirst.org

Music in March/April

2026

8th: Julie Cook Ramirez, classical
guitar

I5th: Sanctuary Choir
22nd: TBA
29th: Palm Sunday, Sanctuary Choir

April
5th Easter: Choir and brass

12th: Martin Ringersin the service,
and Ring In Spring concert at 3

Adullt Edueitfion Coiitee Clss

Sundays In March

Come join us in the Gathering Place next

to the church office at 8:30 Sunday
Mornings before service.

Roger Greenlaw 815-262-1776

1 -Jim & Kris Delmore
8 -Jean Herro

15 - Bob Canfield

22 - Bill & Joyce Zartman
29 - Dick Lapp

Rock River Valley

BLOOD CENTER '%g¢

Your 1 donation

can save up to
3 lives.

I WE'VE GOT TO KEEP POKING

COMMUNITY
BLOOD DRIVE

SecondFirst Church
secondrirst 318 N Church St, Rockford

Monday, March 23rd
11:00am - 3:00pm

Donate for Lent- Save a Life!

Scan the - Questions? Please

QR Code to make your contact: The church office

donation <™ at 815-963-8461 or RRVBC

appointment! at 815 965-8751

Friends, Lent began with Ash
Wednesday worship on
February 18 at 6:30pm and
throughout the season, we will
Journey with Jesus on his final
road trip to Jerusalem. Each
Sunday, will include stories
from the road. This year, we
have added a mid-week
worship opportunity: Pause:
Rest Stops for the Journey.

Pause began February 25.
Every Wednesday in March
at 5:00pm in the Dining
Room will include supper,
songs, Psalms, and prayers.
Our study is drawn from
Elizabeth Caldwell's book:
Pause: Spending Lent in the
Psalms. The book isn't
necessary for the study, but
you may want a copy to go
deeper each week.

Spending
Lent
with the
Psalms
0

Elizabeth F. Caldwell




Mission Ministry Team News

Jubilee Center Soup Kitchen: March 14th

Overnight Cafe---

THANKS to ALL of you that have helped with our 8th Year of
hosting the Overnight Cafe!! We have hosted 60-75 guests a
night! Most of these folks are members of our Rockford
community, some are just passing through! Some are making
valuable connections with staff from the City of Rockford
Homeless Coalition and/or Rosecrance. They are getting
signed up for services and possibly housing!! Many of you
have volunteered to help with check-in, serve meals, bring
meals, and/or donated funds, food, and clothing (including
hats, mittens, and hand warmers). Members of our
community have pitched in on these tasks also.

We are grateful for the support from St. Vincent dePaul
groups, Our Saviour's Lutheran Church, New Zion Missionary
Baptist Church, St. Mark's Lutheran Church, the Unitarian
Universalist Church, A Place for Prayer Community Outreach,
and more! Staff from Rosecrance, Carpenter's Place, City of
Rockford, and the Northern lllinois Homeless Coalition
assisted weekly. AND last but not least, THANKS to our
FANTASTIC staff! WHAT A TEAM! BLESSINGS to all!

HAITI-

The Mission Ministry Team has contributed $1250 of our
Mission budget to POUKY. These funds will be used for
educational needs in Saut-d'Eau. Thanks to your pledge
dollars!

Music Notes by valerie Blair

NEEDED ITEMS
Canned Fruit

'S Peanut Butter
/@ Applesauce
Y, 100% Juice
ROCK RIVER _.., Canned Vegetables
VALLEY PANTRY)

Pasta and Rice
Canned Beans
Cereal
Tuna
Soup

Several people have asked what instrument | play with the
String Band is. It’s called a hammered dulcimer, is an
ancestor of the piano, and has an interesting history. |
thought for a long time that it was an Appalachian
instrument, but it goes back much farther. There is debate
about when and where it originated, but it was likely in
Persia around 900 AD, and from there came to Europe with
the Spanish Moors in the 12th century. It enjoyed popularity
in western and eastern Europe, and is known by several
different names. The first written reference to it being
played here was in 1717 in Salem, Massachusetts. It was a
popular instrument across the U.S. until the first half of the
20th century, when it almost disappeared, possibly because
the piano was popular, but the hammered dulcimer has
seen a resurgence since then. Incidentally, the dulcimer is
referred to in the King James Bible, but it was a

mistranslation of the Greek “symphonia.” So the dulcimer is
not as old as the Bible, but it’s pretty old, and there is some
kind of version of it in many countries.

Peace, Valerie

Mark your calendar now if you'd like to be a Team
Member on March 14. We will gather at the
Jubilee Center (the small building in the Emmanuel
Episcopal Church parking lot) at 10 am. We will

prepare, serve, and clean up a delicious lunch
which is available to any person who walks
through the door that day. While we work hard,
our time is filled with laughter, and conversations,
and the blessings we give to our hungry neighbors
and those we receive in thanks from them. We
are truly blessed to be able to participate in this
hands-on ministry! If you are able to help, let
Marge Maynard know.

Thank you.

Showcase Your SecondFirst ONA Pride at Rockford Pride

The Open and Affirming Task Force is planning a Pride/ONA design to our church webstore! We're looking for ideas to
contribute to the final design. You don't need to draw it (but you're welcome to!).

Send ideas/descriptions/sketches/drawings to Jennifer Archer at jennifer814@hotmail.com by March 13th. We hope to have
the new design available soon, but definitely in time for Pride Month activities in June.

First Thirf™t
Open Tuesdays 9 am to 12:30 pm

We are in need of men’s clothes.
All sizes.

If you have donations, please drop off
at the church office between 9:00
AM and 1:00 PM Monday through

Thursday!

Any questions should be directed to
Alice Uphouse.

Thank You!

Jubilee Center Soup Kitchen Dates

It's a New Year and our dates for serving Saturday
lunch at the Jubilee Center are set:

March 14
May 2
July 18

September 5
November 28

Mark your calendar now! Thank you to all team
members, welcome to new members, thank you
to all in the congregation whose pledges and gifts
support the budget for this long-standing,
hands-on ministry!




Youth Worship

Our middle and high schoolers
continue to dive into their online
sessions with Madeline Archer,
engaging faith through
conversation, questions, and
thoughtful digital connection.
Watching them navigate spiritual
growth in a technology-forward
environment is a reminder that faith
formation does not stand still. It
adapts, learns new languages, and
meets students where they are,
screens and all.

Looking ahead, our older students are actively shaping their
own youth space, dreaming about how it can better support
connection, creativity, and learning. They are currently
gathering items to help furnish and personalize their area, and
a wish list will be attached for anyone who would like to help
bring that vision to life. This space is designed to be
technology-forward, collaborative, and welcoming, a place
where students can study, create, ask hard questions, and
belong. Contact Aubrey Barnett at
aubrey.barnett@secondfirst.org to make any donations.

Wishlist:
Mugs
Hot cocoa Keurig pods
Creamer and sugar
Blankets
Chalk paint
Power Tower (Tower like extension cord)
Floor cushions
LED light strips
Hand Sanitizer
Basic trash bin
Brita Filter
End tables

In February, our students once again bundled up
generosity along with hats, gloves, and scarves,

preparing bags for those finishing the final weeks of the
Overnight Café. We received word that the women who
received last week’s collection were deeply grateful. It is a
simple thing to tuck warm hands into mittens, but it is no
small thing to know someone thought of you.

Inside the classroom, we continued building our large map of
Israel and the surrounding region, carefully adding color and
detail. What began as blank space is slowly becoming
landscape, a visual reminder that our faith is rooted in real
places and real stories.

We've entered the season of Lent. As we began the journey,
we started placing locations on our map that correspond to
the events and miracles in Jesus’ life, tracing the geography
of his ministry as we prepare our hearts for Easter.

march 2026 calendar

Sunday, March 1

8:30 AM- Adult Coffee Class
10:00 AM — Worship Service
10:20 AM - Sunday School

Monday, March 2
11:30 AM - Serious Soup

Tuesday, March 3

7:00 AM- Men's Prayer Breakfast
9:00 AM - Thrift Shop

9:00 AM - Survey Meeting

Wednesday, March 4
10:00 AM Mayor Meeting
10:00 AM- Staff Meeting
5:00 PM- Lenten Pause

Thursday, March 5
9:30 AM- Carillons
7:00 PM- Choir

7:30 PM- El Shaddai

Friday, March 6
Building is Closed

Saturday, March 7
Building is Closed

Sunday, March 8

Daylight Savings (up 1 hour)
8:30 AM- Adult Coffee Class
10:00 AM — Worship Service
10:20 AM - Sunday School

Monday, March 9
11:30 AM — Serious Soup
5:30 PM- Deacons/Fellowship

Tuesday, March 10

7:00 AM- Men's Prayer Breakfast
9:00 AM - Thrift Shop

4:30 PM- Adult Christian Ed

Wednesday, March 11
10:00 AM- Staff Meeting
5:00 PM- Lenten Pause
6:00 PM- Martin Ringers

Thursday, March 12
9:30 AM- Carillons
7:00 PM- Choir
7:30 PM- El Shaddai

Friday, March 13
Office is Closed

Saturday, March 14
9:00 AM- Bridge Clinic
10:00 AM- Jubilee Soup Kitchen

Sunday, March 15
8:30 AM- Adult Coffee Class
10:00 AM — Worship Service

10:20 AM - Sunday School
1115 AM- FCE

Monday, March 16
11:30 AM- Serious Soup
5:30 PM- Missions (hybrid)

Tuesday, March 17
7:00 AM- Men’s Prayer Breakfast
9:00 AM - Thrift Shop

Wednesday, March 18
10:00 AM- Staff Meeting
5:00 PM- Lenten Pause
6:00 PM- Martin Ringers
6:00 PM- Trustees

Thursday, March 19
9:30 AM- Carillons
7:00 PM- Choir
7:30 PM- El Shaddai

Friday, March 20
Building is Closed

Saturday, March 21
Building is Closed

Sunday, March 22

8:30 AM- Adult Coffee Class
10:00 AM — Worship Service
10:20 AM - Sunday School

Monday, March 23

11:00 AM- Blood Drive

11:30 AM — Serious Soup

5:45 PM- Worship/Music (zoom)

Tuesday, March 24
7:00 AM- Men'’s Prayer Breakfast
9:00 AM - Thrift Shop

Wednesday, March 25
10:00 AM- Staff Meeting
5:00 PM- Lenten Pause
6:00 PM- Martin Ringers

Thursday, March 26

9:30 AM- Carillons

5:30 PM- Governing Council
7:00 PM- Choir

7:30 PM- El Shaddai

Friday, March 27
6:00 PM-Camerata Emanon
Rehearsal

Saturday, March 28
9:00 AM- Bridge Clinic

Sunday, March 29

8:30 AM- Adult Coffee Class
10:00 AM — Worship Service
10:20 AM - Sunday School
3:00 PM- Camerata Emanon
Concert

Monday, March 30
11:30 AM- Serious Soup

Tuesday, March 31
7:00 AM- Men's Prayer Breakfast
9:00 AM - Thrift Shop

TIMES/DATES/EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE


mailto:aubrey.barnett@secondfirst.org

